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Keep your heart. Your heart is the center of who you are. YOU are responsible for
your heart - your thoughts, attitudes, choices and deeds. Above all, guard your
heart from going astray, for out of it are the issues of life. You are the keeper of
your heart.

Proverbs 4:20-23 (NKJ)

20 My son, give attention fo my words; incline your ear to my sayings.

21 Do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them in the midst of your
heart;

22  For they are life to those who find them, and health to all their flesh.
23 Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.

Live as free people, yet without employing your freedom as a pretext for
wickedness; but live at all times as servants of God.

1 Peter 2:15-16

15 For it is God's will and intention that by doing right [your good and honest lives]
should silence (muzzle, gag) the ignorant charges and ill-informed criticisms of
foolish persons.

16 [Live] as free people, [yet] without employing your freedom as a pretext for
wickedness; but [live at all times] as servants of God.

AMP

Hebrews 4:12 KJV

12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

All these evil things come from within and defile a man.

Mark 7:18-23 NKJV

So He said to them, "Are you thus without understanding also? Do you not perceive
that whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile him, 19 because it does not



enter his heart but his stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all foods?" 20
And He said, "What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. 21 For from within,
out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,
22 thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy,
pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within and defile a man."

The fruit reveals the root.

On the Day of Judgment men will have to give account for every idle (inoperative,
nonworking) word they speak.

Matthew 12:33-37 AMP

33 Either make the tree sound (healthy and good), and its fruit sound (healthy and
good), or make the tree rotten (diseased and bad), and its fruit rotten (diseased
and bad); for the tree is known and recognized and judged by its fruit.

34 You offspring of vipers! How can you speak good things when you are evil
(wicked)? For out of the fullness (the overflow, the superabundance) of the heart
the mouth speaks.

35 The good man from his inner good treasure flings forth good things, and the evil
man out of his inner evil storehouse flings forth evil things.

36 But I tell you, on the day of judgment men will have to give account for every
idle (inoperative, nonworking) word they speak.

37 For by your words you will be justified and acquitted, and by your words you will
be condemned and sentenced.

Matthew 16:27 AMP

For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory (majesty, splendor) of His Father
with His angels, and then He will render account and reward every man in
accordance with what he has done.

Hidden things revealed on the Day of Judgment.

1 Corinthians 4:5 AMP

So do not make any hasty or premature judgments before the time when the Lord
comes [again], for He will both bring to light the secret things that are [now



hidden] in darkness and disclose and expose the [secret] aims (motives and
purposes) of hearts. Then every man will receive his [due] commendation from God.

The law is written on your heart.

Jesus will judge men in regard to the things which they conceal.

Romans 2:14-16 AMP

When Gentiles who have not the [divine] Law do instinctively what the Law
requires, they are a law to themselves, since they do not have the Law. 15 They
show that the essential requirements of the Law are written in their hearts and
are operating there, with which their consciences (sense of right and wrong) also
bear witness; and their [moral] decisions (their arguments of reason, their
condemning or approving thoughts) will accuse or perhaps defend and excuse
[them] 16 On that day when, as my Gospel proclaims, God by Jesus Christ will judge
men in regard to the things which they conceal (their hidden thoughts).

Circumcised heart.

Deuteronomy 30:6 (KJV)

® And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to
love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest
live.

Colossians 3:8-11 NKJV

8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy,
filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put
off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave
nor free, but Christ is all and in all.

Matthew 16:26-27 AMP

26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life [his
blessed life in the kingdom of God]? Or what would a man give as an exchange for
his [blessed] life [in the kingdom of God]?



27 For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory (majesty, splendor) of His
Father with His angels, and then He will render account and reward every man in
accordance with what he has done.

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 AMP

9 Therefore, whether we are at home [on earth away from Him] or away from
home [and with Him], we are constantly ambitious and strive earnestly to be
pleasing to Him.

10 For we must all appear and be revealed as we are before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each one may receive [his pay] according to what he has done in the
body, whether good or evil [considering what his purpose and motive have been, and
what he has achieved, been busy with, and given himself and his attention to
accomplishing].

Gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 (NKJ)

11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ.

12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw,

13 each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will
be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is.

14  If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.
15 If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved,
yet so as through fire.

Run and finish the race.

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 ERV

24 You know that in a race all the runners run, but only one runner gets the prize.
So run like that. Run to winl 25 All who compete in the games use strict fraining.
They do this so that they can win a prize—one that doesn't last. But our prize is
one that will last forever. 26 So I run like someone who has a goal. I fight like a
boxer who is hitting something, not just the air. 27 It is my own body I fight to



make it do what I want. I do this so that T won't miss getting the prize myself
after telling others about it.

By rejecting and thrusting from them their conscience, some individuals have made
shipwreck of their faith.

1 Timothy 1:18-20 AMP

18 This charge and admonition I commit in trust to you, Timothy, my son, in
accordance with prophetic intimations which I formerly received concerning you, so
that inspired and aided by them you may wage the good warfare,

19 Holding fast to faith (that leaning of the entire human personality on God in
absolute trust and confidence) and having a good (clear) conscience. By rejecting
and thrusting from them [their conscience], some individuals have made shipwreck
of their faith.

20 Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered to Satan in
order that they may be disciplined [by punishment and learn] not to blaspheme.

Fleshly disciplines (religion and tradition) do nothing to curb the flesh - the carnal
nature. You can't change from the outside in. Jesus changes us from the inside out.
Colossians 2:20-23 AMP

20 If then you have died with Christ to material ways of looking at things and have
escaped from the world's crude and elemental notions and teachings of
externalism, why do you live as if you still belong to the world? [Why do you submit
to rules and regulations?--such as]

21 Do not handle [this], Do not taste [that], Do not even touch [them],

22 Referring to things all of which perish with being used. To do this is to follow
human precepts and doctrines.

23 Such [practices] have indeed the outward appearance [that popularly passes]
for wisdom, in promoting self-imposed rigor of devotion and delight in self-
humiliation and severity of discipline of the body, but they are of no value in
checking the indulgence of the flesh (the lower nature). [Instead, they do not
honor God but serve only to indulge the flesh.]



A good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Out of
the abundance of the heart your mouth speaks. Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’
and do not do the things which I say? Be a doer of the Word not a hearer only.
Luke 6:43-49 (NKJ)

43  "For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good
fruit,

44  "For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from
thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush.

45  "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an
evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

46  "But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord," and do not do the things which I say?
47  "Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you
whom he is like:

48 "He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on
the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that
house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock.

49  "But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the
earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and
immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great."

Matthew 22:35-40 (NKJ)

35  Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying,
36  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?"

37  Jesus said to him," '"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your mind.’

38 "This is the first and great commandment.

39  "And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'

40  "On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."

This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.
Mark 7:1-23 (NKJ)



1 Then the Pharisees and some of the scribes came together to Him, having
come from Jerusalem.

2 Now when they saw some of His disciples eat bread with defiled, that is,
with unwashed hands, they found fault.
3 For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands

in a special way, holding the tradition of the elders.

4 When they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash.
And there are many other things which they have received and hold, like the
washing of cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and couches.

5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, "Why do Your disciples not walk
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?"

6 He answered and said to them, "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites,
as it is written: 'This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from
Me.

7 And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of
men.’
8 "For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men--

the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other such things you do."

9 And He said to them, "All too well you reject the commandment of God, that
you may keep your tradition.

10 "For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and, ‘He who curses
father or mother, let him be put to death.’

11 "But you say, 'If a man says to his father or mother, "Whatever profit you
might have received from me is Corban"--' (that is, a gift to God),

12 "then you no longer let him do anything for his father or his mother,

13 "making the word of God of no effect through your tradition which you have
handed down. And many such things you do."

14 When He had called all the multitude to Himself, He said to them, "Hear Me,
everyone, and understand:

15  "There is nothing that enters a man from outside which can defile him; but
the things which come out of him, those are the things that defile a man.

16  "If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear!"



17 When He had entered a house away from the crowd, His disciples asked Him
concerning the parable.

18  So He said to them, "Are you thus without understanding also? Do you not
perceive that whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile him,

19 "because it does not enter his heart but his stomach, and is eliminated, thus
purifying all foods?"

20  And He said, "What comes out of a man, that defiles a man.

21 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
fornications, murders,

22  "thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy,
pride, foolishness.

23 "All these evil things come from within and defile a man."

I never knew you.

Matthew 7:22-23 AMP

22 Many will say to Me on that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your
name and driven out demons in Your name and done many mighty works in Your
name?

23 And then I will say to them openly (publicly), I never knew you; depart from Me,
you who act wickedly [disregarding My commands].

Mercy and the knowledge of God versus sacrifice and burnt offering:

Matthew 9:9-13 (NKJ)

9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the
tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me." So he arose and followed Him.

10 Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many
tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples.

11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, "Why does your
Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?"

12~ When Jesus heard that, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need
of a physician, but those who are sick.

13 "But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy and hot sacrifice.' For I
did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."



Hosea 6:6 (NKJ)
6 For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than
burnt offerings.

Do justly: love mercy; walk humbly with your God.

Micah 6:6-8 NKJV

6 With what shall I come before the LORD, And bow myself before the High God?
Shall T come before Him with burnt offerings, With calves a year old?

7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, ten thousand rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, The fruit of my body for the sin of
my soul?

8 He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you
But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?

Pure hands and a clean heart:

Psalms 24:3-5 (NKJ)

3 Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand in His holy
place?

4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to an
idol, nor sworn deceitfully.

5 He shall receive blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of
his salvation.

Idols of self-will and unsubmissiveness:

Ezekiel 14:1-5 AMP

1 Then came certain of the elders of Israel fo me and sat before me.

2 And the word of the Lord came to me:

3 Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts and put the
stumbling block of their iniquity and guilt before their faces; should I permit
Myself to be inquired of at all by them?

4 Therefore speak to them and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Every man of
the house of Israel who takes his idols [of self-will and unsubmissiveness] into his



heart and puts the stumbling block of his iniquity [idols of silver and gold] before
his face, and yet comes to the prophet [to inquire of him], I the Lord will answer
him, answer him according to the multitude of his idols,

5 That I may lay hold of the house of Israel in the thoughts of their own mind and
heart, because they are all estranged from Me through their idols.

To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken - giving heed; paying attention;
submitting - than the fat of rams.

1 Samuel 15:22 AMP

Samuel said, Has the Lord as great a delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, fo obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams.

Your word T have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.

Psalms 119:7-11 (NKJ)

7 I will praise You with uprightness of heart, when I learn Your righteous
judgments.

8 I will keep Your statutes; Oh, do not forsake me utterly!

9 How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your
word.

10  With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your
commandments!

11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against Youl

Everything is permissible - allowable and lawful - for me; but not all things are
helpful or good for me to do; or expedient and profitable when considered with
other things. Everything is lawful for me, but I will not become the slave of
anything or be brought under its power.

1 Corinthians 6:9-14 AMP

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous and the wrongdoers will not inherit or have
any share in the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived (misled): neither the impure
and immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor those who participate in
homosexuality,



10 Nor cheats (swindlers and thieves), nor greedy graspers, nor drunkards, nor
foulmouthed revilers and slanderers, nor extortioners and robbers will inherit or
have any share in the kingdom of God.

11 And such some of you were [once]. But you were washed clean (purified by a
complete atonement for sin and made free from the guilt of sin), and you were
consecrated (set apart, hallowed), and you were justified [pronounced righteous, by
trusting] in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the [Holy] Spirit of our God.
12 Everything is permissible (allowable and lawful) for me; but not all things are
helpful (good for me to do, expedient and profitable when considered with other
things). Everything is lawful for me, but I will not become the slave of anything or
be brought under its power.

13 Food [is intended] for the stomach and the stomach for food, but God will
finally end [the functions of] both and bring them to nothing. The body is not
intended for sexual immorality, but [is intended] for the Lord, and the Lord [is
intended] for the body [to save, sanctify, and raise it again].

14 And God both raised the Lord to life and will also raise us up by His power.

Do the right thing, not only to avoid God's wrath and escape punishment, but also
as a matter of principle and for the sake of conscience.

Romans 13:1-14 AMP

1 LET EVERY person be loyally subject to the governing (civil) authorities. For
there is no authority except from God [by His permission, His sanction], and those
that exist do so by God's appointment.

2 Therefore he who resists and sets himself up against the authorities resists
what God has appointed and arranged [in divine order]. And those who resist will
bring down judgment upon themselves [receiving the penalty due them].

3 For civil authorities are not a terror to [people of] good conduct, but to [those
of] bad behavior. Would you have no dread of him who is in authority? Then do
what is right and you will receive his approval and commendation.

4 For he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, [you should dread him
and] be afraid, for he does nhot bear and wear the sword for nothing. He is God's
servant to execute His wrath (punishment, vengeance) on the wrongdoer.



5 Therefore one must be subject, not only to avoid God's wrath and escape
punishment, but also as a matter of principle and for the sake of conscience.

6 For this same reason you pay taxes, for [the civil authorities] are official
servants under God, devoting themselves to attending to this very service.

7 Render to all men their dues. [Pay] faxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to
whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, and honor o whom honor is
due.

8 Keep out of debt and owe no man anything, except to love one another; for he
who loves his neighbor [who practices loving others] has fulfilled the Law [relating
to one's fellowmen, meeting all its requirements].

9 The commandments, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not kill, You shall
not steal, You shall not covet (have an evil desire), and any other commandment, are
summed up in the single command, You shall love your neighbor as [you do] yourself.
10 Love does no wrong to one's neighbor [it never hurts anybody]. Therefore love
meets all the requirements and is the fulfilling of the Law.

11 Besides this you know what [a critical] hour this is, how it is high time now for
you to wake up out of your sleep (rouse to reality). For salvation (final deliverance)
is hearer to us how than when we first believed (adhered to, trusted in, and relied
on Christ, the Messiah).

12 The night is far gone and the day is almost here. Let us then drop (fling away)
the works and deeds of darkness and put on the [full] armor of light.

13 Let us live and conduct ourselves honorably and becomingly as in the [open light
of] day, not in reveling (carousing) and drunkenness, not in immorality and
debauchery (sensuality and licentiousness), not in quarreling and jealousy.

14 But clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah), and make no
provision for [indulging] the flesh [put a stop to thinking about the evil cravings of
your physical nature] to [gratify its] desires (lusts).

Don't judge, be merciful.

Luke 6:35-37 AMP

35 But love your enemies and be kind and do good [doing favors so that someone
derives benefit from them] and lend, expecting and hoping for nothing in return
but considering nothing as lost and despairing of no one; and then your recompense



(your reward) will be great (rich, strong, intense, and abundant), and you will be
sons of the Most High, for He is kind and charitable and good to the ungrateful
and the selfish and wicked.

36 So be merciful (sympathetic, fender, responsive, and compassionate) even as
your Father is [all these].

37 Judge not [neither pronouncing judgment nor subjecting to censure], and you
will not be judged; do not condemn and pronounce guilty, and you will not be
condemned and pronounced guilty; acquit and forgive and release (give up
resentment, let it drop), and you will be acquitted and forgiven and released.

John 7:24 AMP
24 Be honest in your judgment and do not decide at a glance (superficially and by
appearances); but judge fairly and righteously.

Don't judge according to the flesh.

2 Corinthians 5:14-20 AMP

14 For the love of Christ controls and urges and impels us, because we are of the
opinion and conviction that [if] One died for all, then all died:;

15 And He died for all, so that all those who live might live no longer to and for
themselves, but to and for Him Who died and was raised again for their sake.

16 Consequently, from now on we estimate and regard no one from a [purely]
human point of view [in terms of natural standards of value]. [No] even though
we once did estimate Christ from a human viewpoint and as a man, yet now
[we have such knowledge of Him that] we know Him no longer [in terms of the
flesh].

17 Therefore if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new
creation (a new creature altogether). the old [previous moral and spiritual
condition] has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come!

18 Buft all things are from God, Who through Jesus Christ reconciled us to Himself
[received us into favor, brought us into harmony with Himself] and gave to us the
ministry of reconciliation [that by word and deed we might aim to bring others into
harmony with Him].



19 It was God [personally present] in Christ, reconciling and restoring the world to
favor with Himself, not counting up and holding against [men] their trespasses [but
cancelling them], and committing to us the message of reconciliation (of the
restoration to favor).

20 So we are Christ's ambassadors, God making His appeal as it were through us.
We [as Christ's personal representatives] beg you for His sake to lay hold of the
divine favor [now offered you] and be reconciled to God.

Humble yourself and God will make your life significant.

James 4:10-12 AMP

10 Humble yourselves [feeling very insignificant] in the presence of the Lord, and
He will exalt you [He will lift you up and make your lives significant].

11[My] brethren, do not speak evil about or accuse one another. He that maligns a
brother or judges his brother is maligning and criticizing the Law and judging the
Law. But if you judge the Law, you are not a practicer of the Law but a censor and
judge [of it].

12 one only is the Lawgiver and Judge Who is able to save and to destroy [the one
Who has the absolute power of life and death]. [But you] who are you that [you
presume to] pass judgment on your neighbor?

With a clear conscience, walk uprightly and live a noble life.

Hebrews 13:15-18 AMP

15 Through Him, therefore, let us constantly and at all times offer up to God a
sacrifice of praise, which is the fruit of lips that thankfully acknowledge and
confess and glorify His name. [Leviticus 7:12; Isaiah 57:19; Hosea 14:2.]

16 Do not forget or neglect to do kindness and good, to be generous and distribute
and contribute to the needy [of the church as embodiment and proof of
fellowship], for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

17 Obey your spiritual leaders and submit to them [continually recognizing their
authority over you], for they are constantly keeping watch over your souls and
guarding your spiritual welfare, as men who will have to render an account [of their
trust]. [Do your part to] let them do this with gladness and not with sighing and
groaning, for that would not be profitable o you [either].



18 Keep praying for us, for we are convinced that we have a good (clear)
conscience, that we want to walk uprightly and live a noble life, acting honorably
and in complete honesty in all things.

Repentant heart:

Ps 34:18 (NKJ)

18 The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have
a contrite spirit.

Pure heart:
Ps 73:1 (NKJ)
1 Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are pure in heart.

To the pure all things are pure.

Titus 1:15-16 (NKJ)

15  To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving
nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled.

16  They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable,
disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.

2 Chronicles 16:9 (KJV)
9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to
shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.

Never allow bitterness to develop in your heart.

Hebrews 12:14-15 AMP

14 Strive to live in peace with everybody and pursue that consecration and holiness
without which no one will [ever] see the Lord.

15 Exercise foresight and be on the watch to look [after one another], to see that
no one falls back from and fails to secure God's grace (His unmerited favor and
spiritual blessing), in order that no root of resentment (rancor, bitterness, or
hatred) shoots forth and causes trouble and bitter torment, and the many become
contaminated and defiled by it



Adjust yourself to people and situations and give yourselves to humble tasks.
Romans 12:16 AMP

16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty (snobbish, high-minded,
exclusive), but readily adjust yourself to [people, things] and give yourselves to
humble tasks. Never overestimate yourself or be wise in your own conceits.

Jesus is our example.

Philippians 2:5 AMP

5 Let this same attitude and purpose and [humble] mind be in you which was in
Christ Jesus: [Let Him be your example in humility:]

Humble yourself

Matthew 18:4-6 AMP

4 Whoever will humble himself therefore and become like this little child [trusting,
lowly, loving, forgiving] is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

5 And whoever receives and accepts and welcomes one little child like this for My
sake and in My name receives and accepts and welcomes Me.

6 But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in and acknowledge and
cleave to Me to stumble and sin [that is, who entices him or hinders him in right
conduct or thought], it would be better (more expedient and profitable or
advantageous) for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be
sunk in the depth of the sea.

James 1:21 AMP

21 So geft rid of all uncleanness and the rampant outgrowth of wickedness, and in a
humble (gentle, modest) spirit receive and welcome the Word which implanted and
rooted [in your hearts] contains the power to save your souls.

James 4:10-12 AMP
10 Humble yourselves [feeling very insignificant] in the presence of the Lord, and
He will exalt you [He will lift you up and make your lives significant].



11[My] brethren, do not speak evil about or accuse one another. He that maligns a
brother or judges his brother is maligning and criticizing the Law and judging the
Law. But if you judge the Law, you are not a practicer of the Law but a censor and
judge [of it].

12 one only is the Lawgiver and Judge Who is able to save and to destroy [the one
Who has the absolute power of life and death]. [But you] who are you that [you
presume to] pass judgment on your neighbor?

So speak and so act as people should who are to be judged under the law of liberty.
James 2:12-13 AMP

12 So speak and so act as [people should] who are to be judged under the law of
liberty [the moral instruction given by Christ, especially about love].

13 For to him who has shown no mercy the judgment [will be] merciless, but mercy
[full of glad confidence] exults victoriously over judgment.

Submit to God and then resist the devil.

James 4:6-7 AMP

6 But He gives us more and more grace (power of the Holy Spirit, fo meet this evil
tendency and all others fully). That is why He says, God sets Himself against the
proud and haughty, but gives grace [continually] to the lowly (those who are humble
enough to receive it). [Proverbs 3:34.]

7 So be subject to God. Resist the devil [stand firm against him], and he will flee
from you.

Think on these things:

Philippians 4:8-9

8 For the rest, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is worthy of reverence and is
honorable and seemly, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely and
lovable, whatever is kind and winsome and gracious, if there is any virtue and
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think on and weigh and take
account of these things [fix your minds on them].



9 Practice what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and model
your way of living on it, and the God of peace (of untroubled, undisturbed well-
being) will be with you.

AMP

Pride is an abomination to the Lord.

Proverbs 16:5-6 (NKJ)

5 Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; though they join
forces, none will go unpunished.

6 In mercy and truth atonement is provided for iniquity; and by the fear of
the LORD one departs from evil.

God hates pride:

1 Peter 5:5-6 AMP

5 Likewise, you who are younger and of lesser rank, be subject to the elders (the
ministers and spiritual guides of the church)--[giving them due respect and yielding
to their counsel]. Clothe (apron) yourselves, all of you, with humility [as the garb of
a servant, so that its covering cannot possibly be stripped from you, with freedom
from pride and arrogance] toward one another. For God sets Himself against the
proud (the insolent, the overbearing, the disdainful, the presumptuous, the
boastful)--[and He opposes, frustrates, and defeats them], but gives grace (favor,
blessing) to the humble.

6 Therefore humble yourselves [demote, lower yourselves in your own estimation]
under the mighty hand of God, that in due time He may exalt you,

Don't allow pride to control you
Proverbs 21:4 (NKJ)
4 A haughty look, a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked are sin.

Seven things God hates:
Proverbs 6:16-19 AMP
16 These six things the Lord hates, indeed, seven are an abomination to Him:



17 A proud look [the spirit that makes one overestimate himself and underestimate
others], a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

18 A heart that manufactures wicked thoughts and plans, feet that are swift in
running to evil,

19 A false witness who breathes out lies [even under oath], and he who sows
discord among his brethren.

Mere knowledge puffs up. Love edifies and builds up and encourages one to grow to
his full stature. Love God - truly - with affectionate reverence, prompt obedience,
and grateful recognition of His blessing.

1 Corinthians 8:1-3 AMP

1 NOW ABOUT food offered to idols: of course we know that all of us possess
knowledge [concerning these matters. Yet mere] knowledge causes people to be
puffed up (to bear themselves loftily and be proud), but love (affection and
goodwill and benevolence) edifies and builds up and encourages one to grow [to his
full stature].

2 If anyone imagines that he has come to know and understand much [of divine
things, without love], he does not yet perceive and recognize and understand as
strongly and clearly, nor has he become as intimately acquainted with anything as
he ought or as is necessary.

3 But if one loves God truly [with affectionate reverence, prompt obedience, and
grateful recognition of His blessing], he is known by God [recognized as worthy of
His intimacy and love, and he is owned by Him].

Carnality leads to jealousy and covetousness, which leads to strife

James 4:1-3 AMP

1 WHAT LEADS to strife (discord and feuds) and how do conflicts (quarrels and
fightings) originate among you? Do they not arise from your sensual desires that
are ever warring in your bodily members?

2 You are jealous and covet [what others have] and your desires go unfulfilled; [so]
you become murderers. [To hate is fo murder as far as your hearts are concerned.]
You burn with envy and anger and are not able to obtain [the gratification, the



contentment, and the happiness that you seek], so you fight and war. You do not
have, because you do not ask. [1 John 3:15.]

3[Or] you do ask [God for them] and yet fail to receive, because you ask with
wrong purpose and evil, selfish motives. Your intention is [when you get what you
desire] to spend it in sensual pleasures.

Do not allow a competitive spirit - bitter envy

James 3:1-18 AMP

1 NOT MANY [of you] should become teachers (self-constituted censors and
reprovers of others), my brethren, for you know that we [teachers] will be judged
by a higher standard and with greater severity [than other people; thus we assume
the greater accountability and the more condemnation].

2 For we all often stumble and fall and offend in many things. And if anyone does
not offend in speech [never says the wrong things], he is a fully developed
character and a perfect man, able to control his whole body and to curb his entire
nature.

3 If we set bits in the horses' mouths to make them obey us, we can turn their
whole bodies about.

4 Likewise, look at the ships: though they are so great and are driven by rough
winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the impulse of the
helmsman determines.

5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and it can boast of great things. See how
much wood or how great a forest a tiny spark can set ablaze!

6 And the fongue is a fire. [The tongue is a] world of wickedness set among our
members, contaminating and depraving the whole body and setting on fire the
wheel of birth (the cycle of man's nature), being itself ignited by hell (Gehenna).
7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea animal, can be tamed and has
been tamed by human genius (nature).

8 But the human tongue can be tamed by no man. It is a restless (undisciplined,
irreconcilable) evil, full of deadly poison.

9 With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse men who were made in
God's likeness!



10 Out of the same mouth come forth blessing and cursing. These things, my
brethren, ought not to be so.

11 Does a fountain send forth [simultaneously] from the same opening fresh water
and bitter?

12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine figs? Neither can a salt
spring furnish fresh water.

13 Who is there among you who is wise and intelligent? Then let him by his
noble living show forth his [good] works with the [unobtrusive] humility [which
is the proper attribute] of true wisdom.

14 But if you have bitter jealousy (envy) and contention (rivalry, selfish
ambition) in your hearts, do not pride yourselves on it and thus be in defiance
of and false to the Truth.

15 This [superficial] wisdom is not such as comes down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual (animal), even devilish (demoniacal).

16 For wherever there is jealousy (envy) and contention (rivalry and selfish
ambition), there will also be confusion (unrest, disharmony, rebellion) and all
sorts of evil and vile practices.

17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure (undefiled): then it is
peace-loving, courteous (considerate, gentle). [It is willing to] yield to reason,
full of compassion and good fruits: it is wholehearted and straightforward,
impartial and unfeigned (free from doubts, wavering, and insincerity).

18 And the harvest of righteousness (of conformity to God's will in thought and
deed) is [the fruit of the seed] sown in peace by those who work for and make
peace [in themselves and in others, that peace which means concord, agreement,
and harmony between individuals, with undisturbedness, in a peaceful mind free
from fears and agitating passions and moral conflicts].

Unspiritual Christians:

We are fellow-workers - equals - yet receiving our own rewards. None is more
important than another. All are under cultivation - a work in progress.

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 AMP



1 HOWEVER, BRETHREN, I could not talk to you as to spiritual [men], but as to
nonspiritual [men of the flesh, in whom the carnal nature predominates], as to mere
infants [in the new life] in Christ [unable to talk yet!]

2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not yet strong enough [to be
ready for it]; but even yet you are not strong enough [to be ready for it],

3 For you are still [unspiritual, having the nature] of the flesh [under the control
of ordinary impulses]. For as long as [there are] envying and jealousy and wrangling
and factions among you, are you not unspiritual and of the flesh, behaving
yourselves after a human standard and like mere (unchanged) men?

4 For when one says, I belong to Paul, and another, I belong to Apollos, are you not
[proving yourselves] ordinary (unchanged) men?

5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Ministering servants [not heads of parties]
through whom you believed, even as the Lord appointed to each his task:

6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God [all the while] was making it grow and [He]
gave the increase.

7 So neither he who plants is anything nor he who waters, but [only] God Who
makes it grow and become greater.

8 He who plants and he who waters are equal (one in aim, of the same importance
and esteem), yet each shall receive his own reward (wages), according to his own
labor-.

9 For we are fellow workmen (joint promoters, laborers together) with and for
God; you are God's garden and vineyard and field under cultivation, [you are] God's
building.

Pride and love oppose each other
Pride and fear operate together
Pride compared to love from 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 AMP

Pride is impatient and unkind;

Pride is envious and boils over with jealousy;
Pride is boastful and vainglorious;

Pride displays itself haughtily.

Pride is conceited:;



Pride is rude and unmannerly;

Pride acts unbecomingly.

Pride insists on its own rights and its own way;

Pride is self-seeking;

Pride is touchy, fretful, and resentful;

Pride takes account of the evil done to it and pays much attention to a suffered
wrong.

Pride rejoices at injustice and unrighteousness and does not rejoice when right and
truth prevail.

Pride is weak and selfish;

Pride believes the worst of every person;

Pride has no hope and no faith;

Pride will destroy the prideful;

Pride will fail.

Love is humble and full of faith in God and His Word

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 AMP

4 Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious hor boils over with
jealousy, is not boastful or vainglorious, does not display itself haughtily.

5 It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with pride); it is not rude (unmannerly)
and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God's love in us) does not insist on its own
rights or its own way, for it is not self-seeking: it is not touchy or fretful or
resentful; it fakes no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a
suffered wrong].

6 It does not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and
truth prevail.

7 Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe
the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it
endures everything [without weakening].

8 Love never fails [never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end].



